
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                      News Release 
 
A recent sample of water taken from a Hastings Utilities’ municipal water well was found to be high in 
nitrates. The allowable limit for nitrates in drinking water is 10 ppm (parts per million). The sample 
initially taken indicated a level of 11.9 ppm. A follow-up sample indicated that the level had dropped to 
11.6 ppm. The average of the two samples exceeded the allowable limit of 10 ppm. Once Hastings Utilities 
was aware of the original sample exceeding the limit for nitrates, the water well in question was 
immediately taken out of service, and isolated from the water distribution system. 
 
Currently, there is no immediate health risk to any water consumer using the Hastings Utilities 
municipal system since the well in question is no longer supplying system water. 
 
The well with the initial high reading is located in the Municipal Airport area of Hastings. It is one of 24 
municipal water wells that provide water to the customers of Hastings Utilities, 12 of which were operating 
at the time the sample was taken. Water from the various wells is often “blended” together and then fed 
throughout the community via underground water mains. “Blending” the source water from two or more 
different wells would likely reduce the concentration levels of nitrates below the 10 ppm level prior to 
anyone consuming it. 
 
Regardless, the average concentration level of the two samples (one taken July 20 and one taken  
July 26, 2016) is a violation of drinking water rules and regulations established by the Health & Human 
Services department of the State of Nebraska. A violation notification is required to water customers of 
Hastings Utilities. Customers of HU that serve multiple individuals (large employers, schools, retirement 
homes etc.) are asked to make notice to those persons. 
 
A high nitrate level in drinking water is an acute health risk for infants below the age of six months. 
Excessive levels of nitrates in drinking water have caused serious illness and sometimes death in infants 
under six months of age. The serious illness in infants is caused because nitrate is converted to nitrite in the 
body. Nitrite interferes with the oxygen carrying capacity of the child’s blood. This is an acute disease in 
that symptoms can develop quickly in infants. In most cases, health deteriorates over a period of days. 
Symptoms include shortness of breath and blueness of the skin. Clearly, expert medical advice should be 
sought immediately if these symptoms occur. The Department of Health and Human Services has set the 
drinking water standard at 10 parts per million (ppm) for nitrate to protect against the risk of these adverse 
effects. The NHHS has also set a drinking water standard for nitrite at 1 ppm. To allow for the fact that the 
toxicity of nitrate and nitrite are additive, the Department has also established a standard for the sum of 
nitrate and nitrite at 10 ppm. Drinking water that meets the Department standard is associated with little to 
none of this risk and is considered safe with respect to nitrate.  
 
If consumers have additional questions, please contact Hastings Utilities at 402-463-1371, extension 3693. 
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